
Health, environment and climate are 

not negotiable 
More than 100 Civil society organisations demand a stop to trade talks that will further 

endanger EU rules on health and the environment and aggravate the climate crisis. A change 

of course is needed. 

 

 

 

We have followed the recent talks between the European Commission and the US authorities 

on a new trade agreement with disbelief and disappointment. It has become clear that the 

Commission is prepared to accommodate Trump’s demands for a reduction of EU food safety 

levels, to the detriment of public health, animal welfare and the environment, and also 

undermining EU commitments on climate change.  

Fear of threats made by the US President to impose high tariffs on European cars cannot be an 

excuse for retreating on basic public interest. The apparent paradigm shift within the 

Commission, emerging after months of negotiating behind closed doors and largely shielded 

from public scrutiny, is highly alarming. We call on governments and parliamentarians in the 



EU to push the Commission to alter its course. It must be made clear to the US Administration 

that our public health and environmental protection levels are not for sale.  

Pressure from US trade negotiators on the EU to lower standards is nothing new. Recent 

statements made by US Agricultural Secretary Perdue stated that any deal would depend on 

concessions from the EU to allow meat rinsed with acid or chlorine, or treated with hormones, 

pesticide residues in food and feed, or the dismantling of protective rules on GMOs. 

What is new is the response from the EU. When a comprehensive free trade agreement (TTIP) 

was negotiated with the US previously, the Commission claimed it would not lower standards. 

But recent statements by Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan about the current talks show a 

different approach. He has spoken of “a long list of regulatory barriers in agriculture” that could 

be “resolved” in an agreement.  

These “regulatory barriers” are in place for good reasons: We have rules on pesticides and 

chemical hormones in meat to protect our health and the environment. We have restrictions on 

GMOs to protect biodiversity and consumers. We have restrictions on meat treated with 

chlorine or acid to protect animal welfare and food safety.  EU citizens’ commitment to a 

precautionary approach was strongly confirmed during the public debate on TTIP – a trade 

agreement that would not have survived a democratic vote within the EU had it included 

concessions on the scale now demanded by the US. 

We believe the Commission is putting the goals of the ‘European Green Deal’ at risk. This 

comprehensive strategy covers several elements now targeted by the US. For instance, 

according to the strategy the EU must work “to reduce significantly the use and risk of chemical 

pesticides”. Repeated calls from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 

the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) to support sustainable agriculture add further strength to this commitment. Yet, the 

Commission has not rejected US demands to lower ambitions in this area, and thus risks lending 

support to the most polluting kind of agriculture. Moreover, given that the conciliatory approach 

of the Commission is an attempt to protect the export from the EU of notoriously climate-

damaging cars, the promise of the European Green Deal to bring about a greener approach to 

agriculture and trade now seems to be undermined by the Commission itself.   



Furthermore, the Commission does not even have a mandate to conduct negotiations on these 

matters. The mandate adopted in April 2019 leaves no space for negotiations on food and other 

safety standards. Trade Commissioner Hogan has said that he is “trying to look at ways where 

through regulatory cooperation we might be able to look at non-tariff barriers as a way of 

bringing agriculture issues on the table”. This suggests that the Trade Commissioner wants to 

establish a long-term, discreet dialogue behind the scenes to find ways to accommodate US 

demands, for which he has the support of some member states. That must not be allowed to 

happen. It would undermine EU laws and procedures agreed to decades ago, it is not within the 

current mandate, and it should not be in a new one. 

In light of the above, we call on European governments in the Council of the EU and 

parliamentarians to ensure that our concerns regarding the protection of labour rights and the 

environment, transparency and the involvement of civil society are honoured. Our elected 

representatives must call for an overhaul of the current trade talks with the US. The EU must 

make unequivocally clear to the US Administration that our public health and environmental 

protection levels are not for sale, that we will not succumb to threats, and that trade policy must 

put people, the environment and the climate first. 
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